St. Mary’s Orthodox Church
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Rector: V. Rev. James Weremedic Sunday, February 27, 2022
Retired Attached: V. Rev Paul Ropitsky Choir Director: Wash King

36t SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST - TONE 3
Glory Be to Jesus Christ! Glory Be Forever!

Services:
‘Sunday, February 27 . 9:30 AM - Divine Liturgy — Sunday of the Last Judgment (Meatfare)
Followed by Parastas

In memory of Helen Herbert offered by the Herbert Family

In memory of Reader Leonty Macalush offered by the Herbert Family

In memory of Anna Pisko offered by Mimi Taylor

In memory of Joseph Devine offered by Fr. James & Mat. Lisa Weremedic

In memory of Mark Gundersen offered by Fr. James & Mat. Lisa Weremedic
Sunday, March 6 ~ 9:30 AM - Divine Liturgy ~ Forgiveness Sunday

. Followed by Forgiveness Vespers

Monday, March 7 5:00 PM - Great Canon of St. Andrew of Crete
Tuesday, March 8 5:00 PM - Great Canon of St. Andrew of Crete
Wednesday, March 9 5:00 PM - Liturgy of Presanctified Gifts
Thursday, March 10 5:00 PM - Great Canon of St. Andrew of Crete

Prayer List:

Matushka Lovey Ropitsky, Matushka Lisa Weremedic,
Andrew Balliet, Michael Birosik, Clark Andrew Bogosh, Theodore Bogosh, Emmalyn Naomi Buchanan,
Evanna Jane Buchanan, Stephanie Chmel, Irene Davis, llene Devine, Julia Forte, Karen Harkins, John
King, Michael Kulick, John & Olga Kushnir, Nancy Lorchak, MaryAnn & Paul Macenka, Mary Maholick,
Mildred O'Shura, Melissa Schmitt, Lynn Sharpe, Althea Shellock, Olga Sidoriak, Mary Simone, Martha
Stafiniak, Martha Teno, Michael Teno, Elizabeth Warcholak, Russell Wishousky, Russell Yallas, &
Marie Yurchak.

-If anyone is in need of a priest, please call Father James Weremedic at 570-645-2772.
Visitation of the Sick and Infirm: If you are going into the hospital for any reason, please
inform Fr. James at the Rectory. Emergency Calls: Please call the

Rectory (570-645-2772) anytime (day or night) in an emergency.




CONFESSION
Confessions have resumed with minor modifications. Please call the rectory
at 570-645-2772 and talk to Father James for a reservation. Call between
9:30 AM and 4:00 PM, Monday through Friday. Individual schedule times
will be spread out during the week. Husband and wife can be scheduled
together. Anyone wanting to have a confession, but has concerns of
COVID-19, should contact Father James to make the appropriate
accommodations.
Candles (February 27)

Flowers...For the Health of George Yurchak (97) offered by Friends

7-Day Vigils/Altar... In memory of Aunt Helen Suda offered by Mimi Taylor

Altar Candles... In memory of Aunt Olga Hebda offered by Raymond & Mary Jo Danchak

Eternal Lamp... For the Health of Cousin, Stephanie Chmel offered by Julia Forte

Vigil Crosses... In memory of Mother, Mary Lutash offered Raymond & Mary Jo Danchak

7-Day Vigils/Tetrapod... In memory of Anna Pisko offered by Russell & Geri King

Decorated Candles/Tetrapod- In memory of Andrew & Mary Bybel Family offered by Family Members

February Birthdays: 1- Michael KuIi'Ck, 3- Michael Tatusko, 7- Ira James, 9- Wendy Kulick, 15-
Claire Remington, 22- Peter Harahus, 26- Catherine Hedes, 26- George Yurchak (97). March
Birthdays: 1 Logan Leatherman, 6- Marie Kalavritinos, 16- Anthony Vavra, 21- Mildred O’Shura

Financials 2/20/22: Operating Acct: Candles 45 - Altar Candles 80 - Offerings 1,456 - Non-
Envelope 150 - Holy Days 5 Donations 1,500 = Total $3,236.00. — Please continue to keep filling
your church envelopes. - Thank you!

Please use Amazon Smile when ordering from Amazon.
If you have any Redner receipts, please call or get them to Helen King
Please use your Boyer's card when shopping at Boyers; if you need one call Helen King




C @ THE SERVANT OF ALL D W

{ hrist’s words “Whoever wants to be first must he a servant of all” tells us that
‘ He practiced what He preached. Perhaps the most dramatic example of this is
depicted on today’s Bulletin Cover, where our Lord is shown washing the feet of

His Aposties prior to the Last Supper.

As Christians, we are constantly reminded that we, too, must embrace a life of
service. On this MEATFARE SUNDAY, the extent of our charitable works and the
consequences for neglecting them are highlighted by the famous Parable of the Last
Judgment.

Certain things are expected of all of us. - As we see from this parable, Christ doesn’t
call upon us to perform insurmountable tasks, but rather, we are asked to do small
things with GREAT LOVE! Blessed are the merciful, for they shall obtain mercy! The
seemingly insignificant kindness that we extend to our fellow man will be deemed
monumental by our Heavenly Father.

And what will become of those who close their eyes to the needs of others? What
will happen to those who choose NOT to be a “servant to all?” They will hear the
most painful words ever spoken by our Lord: DEPART FROM ME, YOU CURSED ONES!

The Kondakion for Meatfare Sunday should serve to awaken us to the seriousness
and finality of the Last Judgment: When you will come to glory, 0 God, and all things
will tremble before You, the river of fire will flow before Your judgment seat, and the
books will be opened and all hidden things revealed. Deliver me from the
unquenchable fire and make me worthy to stand at Your right hand, 0 Righteous Judge.

- The Orthodox Weekly Bulletin . . . . . . . .. Vestal, Cliffwood: New Jorsey > = =+ + v oo s Litho in USA.




SUNDAY OF MEATFARE — Tone 3. Repose of St. Raphael, Bishop of Brooklyn (1915). Sunday
of the Last Judgment. Ven. Procopius the Confessor of Decapolis (8th c.). Ven. Titus, Presbyter, of
the Kiev Caves (Near Caves—1190). Ven. Titus the Soldier, of the Kiev Caves (Far Caves—14th c.).
Ven. Thaleleeus, Hermit, of Syria (460).

Today’s Gospel reading is Matthew 25:31-46, the parable of the Last Judgment. It reminds us
that while trusting in Christ’s love and mercy, we must not forget His righteous judgment when He
comes again in glory. If our hearts remain hardened and unrepentant, we should not expect the Lord
to overlook our transgressions simply because He is a good and loving God. Although He does not
desire the death of a sinner, He also expects us to turn from our wickedness and live (Ezek. 33:11).
This same idea is expressed in the prayer read by the priest after the penitent has confessed his or
her sins (Slavic practice).

The time for repentance and forgiveness is now, in the present life. At the Second Coming, Christ
will appear as the righteous Judge, “Who will render to every man according to his deeds” (Rom. 2:6).
Then the time for entreating God’s mercy and forgiveness will have passed.

As Father Alexander Schmemann reminds us in his book GREAT LENT (Ch. 1:4), sin is the
absence of love, it is separation and isolation. When Christ comes to judge the world, His criterion for
judgment will be love. Christian love entails seeing Christ in other people, our family, our friends, and
everyone else we may encounter in our lives. We shall be judged on whether we have loved, or not
loved, our neighbor. We show Christian love when we feed the hungry, give drink to the thirsty, clothe
the naked, visit those who are sick or in prison. If we did such things for the least of Christ’s brethren,
then we also did them for Christ (Mt.25:40). If we did not do such things for the least of the brethren,
neither did we do them for Christ (Mt.25:45).

Today is the last day for eating meat and meat products until Pascha, though eggs and dairy
products are permitted every day during the coming week. This limited fasting prepares us gradually
for the more intense fasting of Great Lent.

Kontakion — Tone 1

When You, O God, shall come to earth with glory, / all things shall tremble / and the river of fire shall
flow before Your judgment seat; / the books shall be opened and the hidden things disclosed! / Then
deliver me from the unquenchable fire, / and make me worthy to stand at Your right hand, Most

Righteous Judge!
1 Corinthians 8:8-9:2 (Epistle)

But food does not commend us to God; for neither if we eat are we the better, nor if we do not
eat are we the worse.

But beware lest somehow this liberty of yours become a stumbling block to those who are
weak.

For if anyone sees you who have knowledge eating in an idol's temple, will not the conscience
of him who is weak be emboldened to eat those things offered to idols?

And because of your knowledge shall the weak brother perish, for whom Christ died?

But when you thus sin against the brethren, and wound their weak conscience, you sin against
Christ.

Therefore, if food makes my brother stumble, | will never again eat meat, lest | make my brother
stumble.

Am | not an apostle? Am | not free? Have | not seen Jesus Christ our Lord? Are you not my
work in the Lord?

If I am not an apostle to others, yet doubtless | am to you. For you are the seal of my
apostleship in the Lord.



Hebrews 13:17-21 (Epistle, St. Raphael)

Obey those who rule over you, and be submissive, for they watch out for your souls, as those
who must give account. Let them do so with joy and not with grief, for that would be unprofitable for
you. Pray for us; for we are confident that we have a good conscience, in all things desiring to live
honorably.

But I especially urge you to do this, that | may be restored to you the sooner. ‘

Now may the God of peace who brought up our Lord Jesus from the dead, that great.
Shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the everlasting covenant, make you complete in every
good work to do His will, working in you what is well pleasing in His sight, through Jesus Christ, to
whom be glory forever and ever. Amen.

Matthew 25:31-46 (Gospel)

When the Son of Man comes in His glory, and all the holy angels with Him, then He will sit on the
throne of His glory.

All the nations will be gathered before Him, and He will separate them one from another, as a
shepherd divides his sheep from the goats.

And He will set the sheep on His right hand, but the goats on the left.

Then the King will say to those on His right hand, ‘Come, you blessed of My Father, inherit the
kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world: for | was hungry and you gave Me food: |
was thirsty and you gave Me drink; | was a stranger and you took Me in;

I was naked and you clothed Me; | was sick and you visited Me; | was in prison and you came to
Me.’

Then the righteous will answer Him, saying, ‘Lord, when did we see You hungry and feed You, or
thirsty and give You drink?

When did we see You a stranger and take You in, or naked and clothe You?

Or when did we see You sick, or in prison, and come to You?’

And the King will answer and say to them, ‘Assuredly, | say to you, inasmuch as you did it to one
of the least of these My brethren, you did it to Me.’

Then He will also say to those on the left hand, ‘Depart from Me, you cursed, into the everlasting
fire prepared for the devil and his angels: for | was hungry and you gave Me no food; | was thirsty and
you gave Me no drink; | was a stranger and you did not take Me in, naked and you did not clothe Me,
sick and in prison and you did not visit Me.’

Then they also will answer Him, saying, ‘Lord, when did we see You hungry or thirsty or a
stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did not minister to You?’

Then He will answer them, saying, ‘Assuredly, | say to you, inasmuch as you did not do it to one
of the least of these, you did not do it to Me.’

And these will go away into everlasting punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.”

John 10:9-16 (Gospel, St. Raphael)

| am the door. If anyone enters by Me, he will be saved, and will go in and out and find pasture.

The thief does not come except to steal, and to kill, and to destroy. | have come that they may
have life, and that they may have it more abundantly.

| am the good shepherd. The good shepherd gives His life for the sheep.

But a hireling, he who is not the shepherd, one who does not own the sheep, sees the wolf
coming and leaves the sheep and flees; and the wolf catches the sheep and scatters them.

The hireling flees because he is a hireling and does not care about the sheep.

I am the good shepherd; and | know My sheep, and am known by My own.

As the Father knows Me, even so | know the Father; and | lay down My life for the sheep.

And other sheep | have which are not of this fold; them also | must bring, and they will hear My
voice; and there will be one flock and one shepherd.



